SUSPECTED OF DISLOYALTY.                  ?$

I resigned my place in Louisiana, on account of secession,
I had no time to lose ; and, therefore, after my hasty visit
to Washington, where I saw no chance of employment, I
came to St. Louis, have accepted a place in this company,
have rented a house, and incurred other obligations, so
that I am not at liberty to change. I thank you for the
compliment contained in your offer, and assure you that I
wish the Administration all success in its almost impossi-
ble task of governing this distracted and anarchical
people." , '

This letter gave great offence at Washington, and some
members of the Cabinet prophesied that Sherman would
join the secessionists. * Another attempt, however, was
soon made to secure his services for the Government, this
time personally by Frank Blair. Blair asked Sherman to
come to his house one night, and there told him that the
Government had determined to relieve General Harney,
who then commanded the Military Department of Mis-
souri, and that a change would soon be made. " It is in my
power," said Blair, "to appoint a Brigadier-General to
command the Department, and if you will take the place
you shall have it." Sherman replied that he had already,
while in Washington, offered his services to the Govern-
ment, and that they had been declined; he had now made
business engagements which he could not readily break;
and that while the offer was complimentary and tempting,
he must decline it. Blair argued the point with him for
some time, but to no avail, and soon thereafter Nathaniel
Lyon was appointed to the place.

The attack upon Fort Sumter by the Charleston insur-
gents at last startled the North, although even then not
many seemed to realize the magnitude of the struggle that
had begun. Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers for therenderson, had just moved his troops from Fort Moultriertnership dissolved, and in a very short time Sherman
